Genotoxicity of cocoa in a series of short-term assays.
Cocoa powder was evaluated for genotoxic activity and found to be inactive in the Ames assay, the mouse lymphoma assay, cytogenetic assays measuring chromosome breakage and SCE, and a cell transformation assay using Balb/c-3T3 cells. Although pure theobromine has been shown to be active in some of these test procedures, the levels of this methylxanthine present in cocoa powder were insufficient to elicit responses in this battery of tests.